Molecular pathology--translating research into clinical practice: an expanding frontier in surgical oncology.
Molecular assays have now become essential to the pathologist and clinician alike in diagnosing and managing disease. This article highlights the techniques and molecular targets no longer ancillary to basic research. Ripe for discussion are the likely future impact of genetics on clinical care, the potential models for service provision, and the broader ethical, legal, and social issues related to the use of genetic information for nonmedical purposes. Molecular methods are forecasted to increase in assisting in the diagnosis of human diseases. The author's mission is to embrace this discipline and use these technologies in clinical practice.